
MODULE 1 

The Formation of the Canadian Federal System  (PART 1) 
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MAJOR IDEAS

• Review of the Rebellions 

• Act of Union  

• Colonial Economy  

• Responsible Government  

• Indian Affairs  

• British North American Act 

• Federal-Provincial relations  

• National Policy  

• Migrations  

• Role of Women 
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REBELLIONS REVIEW

• Lower Canada  

• 19th Century saw hundreds of thousands of British people leave the homeland. Over 1 million come to 
BNA 

• This meant more english and more protestant people were settling in Lower Canada.  

• Tensions between the French and English led to the Rebellions of 1837-1838 

• The Parti Patriote take up arms against the lawfully constituted government. In a revolution the rebels win, 
in a rebellion they lose.  

• The struggle for “democratic” institutions, resentment over the governors veto and the power of the 
Chateau Clique in Lower Canada
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REBELLION REVIEW
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• People wanted a REAL democracy 

• Under the Constitutional Act of 1791, people were granted powers to vote in a 
Legislative Assembly; however the Governor still held veto power and thus 
overturned laws he did not want passed. (THUS NO REAL DEMOCRACY) 

• Louis Joseph Papineau led the reformers in protests and riots (also known as Popular Assemblies) 

• Protest = signs, sit ins, yelling  

• Riot = Burning, stealing, crazy, violent 

• Purpose is to demonstrate their discontent 
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- REBELLION REVIEW -

• 92 Resolutions  

• List of demands by the Parti Patriote to the Government  

• Responsible Government  

• Elected Legislative Council  

• More French Canadiens in public administration 

•  In March of 1837, London REJECTED the demands of the Parti Patriote  

• This decision angered members of the Patriote.



REBELLION REVIEW

• Lord Russell and the 10 Resolutions  

• Ignores the 92 Resolutions  

• Was seen as a provocation  

• Outlines an idea completely 
opposite to the 92 Resolutions 

• Rebellions:         FAIL   

• Many Patriotes die and are 
executed 

• Hundreds are imprisoned  

• Lord Durham’s Report  

• Durham sent to investigate the 
Rebellions of 1837-38
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LORD DURHAM
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FINDINGS 
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• Lord Durham recommends that:  

• Assimilate the French Canadians  and encourage more British 
immigration  

• Reunite Canada into one Union  

• Found that there were two rival “races” 

• Offered pardons to some of the political prisoners 

• Responsible Government should be granted 
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• It is the start of 1840. The British authorities have Lord 
Durham’s report.  

• How will they respond to the Governor’s 
recommendations? 

• What will happen to the colonies of Upper and Lower 
Canada ?

- QUESTIONS -



ACT OF THE UNION

• CAUSE:  

• REBELLIONS OF 1837-1838 

• Unrest in Lower Canada leads to rebellion, and eventually the 
recommendation of Durham to adopt a new constitution 
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ACT OF THE UNION
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• PURPOSE:  

• TO ASSIMILATE THE FRENCH



ACT OF THE UNION

• MEASURES:  

• Upper and Lower Canada joined into a 
United Province  

• 1 United Assembly with 42 members 
each 

• Canada East and Canada West  

• 1 Legislative Council with an equal 
number of members  

• Public debts combined (Canada west 
debt 12X greater than Canada East) 

• Fixed Elections  

• English Advantage (English the ONLY 
official language)
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ACT OF THE UNION

• SUCCESS OR FAILURE?: FAILURE 

• Why was it a success or a failure?  

• Canadians did not cooperate  

• Responsible Government was NOT granted  

• French and English continue to not get along 
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ACT OF THE UNION
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• Political Structure of 
the Act of the Union 



ACT OF THE UNION 

• Territory of Canada under 
the: 

• ACT OF THE UNION
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What do you think the new constitution will do to the French 
Minority?  

WHY? 

- QUESTIONS -



POLITICAL CHANGES

• The Act of the Union created a United Canada in which French Canadians were a 
minority 

• It was intended that this should help to assimilate the French and favour economic 
growth 

• After the rebellions, the extremists had gone. Political leaders with moderate views took 
their place. 
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THE REFORMERS
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• Even after the rebellions there were still people who 
wanted responsible government  

• They were called the Reformers  

• The new system was not working well. In some areas of 
Canada East there was election rigging and violence 
(rigging =cheating)
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HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=7-BIMCZFHC0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7-BiMcZFhC0


THE REFORMERS

• In other areas (to the dismay of the 
British) French and English voted for 
each other and cooperated in other 
ways 

• Louis H. Lafontaine (Canada East) and 
Robert Baldwin (Canada West) worked 
together for responsible government, 
an important precedent in Canadian 
politics.  

• Both me were Reformers, and realized 
if the French and English worked 
together they could win. 

20



GRADUAL MOVEMENT 

• Over the next few years, responsible government was gradually attained.  

• Governor General Sir Charles Bagot allowed Baldwin and Lafontaine to choose the 
members of the Executive Council.  

• Then in 1848, Lord Elgin accepted the principle of responsible government  

• With Responsible Government the English and the French could work together for the 
good of all.  

• Any useful laws were passes in the late 1840s and 1850s. Now French Canadiens had 
some say. They now felt less threatened. 
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RESPONSIBLE GOV’T
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• In the 1840s, Britain changed their attitude towards the 
colonies  

• They were concerned by the cost of mercantilism ending 
and free trade coming in.  

• They saw no real harm in giving Canadians more internal 
power. 



23

HOW DOES THIS CHART 
COMPARE WITH THE  
ACT OF THE UNION?



LIMITS

• Even though there were advances, the 
Canadian parliamentary system was 
still not yet fully democratic.  

• The Governor, appointed by London, 
could still overturn a law and prevent 
the Executive Council from disclosing 
the Assembly, even though he rarely 
exercised these powers 

• The Province of Canada now had more 
power in terms of internal policy, but 
the United Kingdom still controlled all 
external decisions  

• As a result, Canada did not become an 
independent state; it remained a 
colony. 

24



REBELLION LOSSES

• Rebellions losses bill (1849) 

• The Bill forgave the rebels of 1837-1838, 
and gave compensation for damages.  

• English people in Canada East felt that 
the Bill rewarded treason.  

• They asked the Governor not to sign the 
Bill (which would make it a law).  

• They asked that he veto it.  Instead, Elgin 
signed it.  

• In response, a mob burned down the 
Parliament buildings in Montreal; other 
english people sent letters to the USA 
asking them to take over BNA 

• To many of the English, it seemed as if 
the rebellions had actually been won by 
the rebels (they got what they wanted in 
the end). 
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FIRST NATIONS

26

• In the first decades of the 19th century the First Nations 
lost their status as military allies.  

• Their land was increasingly targeted for the development 
of the colony 

• The Bagot Commission was launched to inquire into the 
administration of Indian Affairs. 



INDIAN RESERVES

• 1851 the Government adopted a law 
that set aside 230 000 acres 

• This land was to be divided to create 
several reserves  

• Reserves would be for the exclusive 
use of First Nations 

• Members of non-indigenous 
communities were not permitted to 
settle there 

• In the eyes of the government, the 
creation of the reserves would 
promote a shift toward an agricultural 
way of life for Indigenous people, and 
by extension settle their nomadic 
population 
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TRADE POLICIES

• Britain decides to change their economic policy during the 19th Century 

• Since the beginning of the 19th century, London had been applying an economic policy 
called PROTECTIONISM 

• This meant that Britain favoured the purchase of resources from its colonies  

• For example, the mother country imposed higher custom duties on resources from 
countries that were NOT part of the British Empire 

• Some members of parliament believed that this policy forced British merchants to pay too 
much for certain resources that could be bought at lower prices in other parts of the world
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PART 2: TOWARD A CANADIAN FEDERATION 
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- BNA IN THE 19TH CENTURY-

• Responsible Government  

• Representation by Population  

• Political Deadlock  

• Canada West had grown larger than Canada East 

• Fear of America 

• Economic issues  

• Railway Debt 



POLITICAL DEADLOCK

• In the 1850s, the Reform alliance that had held power since the establishment of 
responsible government fell apart.  

• The Reformers split into moderates and radicals  

• Moderates believed that the gains they had achieved since 1840 were acceptable  

• Radicals believed that more changes were needed.  

• With their division, the Province of Canada became a two party system. 
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POLITICAL DEADLOCK
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INSTABILITY

• In the Province of Canada, in order for 
a party to form a majority government 
it had to win a DOUBLE MAJORITY.  

• 1854: An alliance formed by the 
Conservatives in both Canada’s took 
power.  

• However, they did not achieve a 
majority government. Instead they 
formed a minority government.  

• This means that the party could only ac 
twitch the support of other members 
of other parties.  

• Without any support they could lose 
power 

• Liberals also experienced the same 
problems because they too would fail 
to win a majority of members in Lower 
Canada. 
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POLITICAL ALLIES
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ECONOMIC ISSUES

• The United Kingdom continues t0 adopt 
Free Trade policies. 

• This new policy put the Province of 
Canada on equal footing any other 
country trading with Britain.  

• This formed the Province of Canada to find 
new trading partners to see their goods to.  

• They turned to their neighbour, the 
United States. 

• The US was close and had a large market 
to sell to.  

• 1854: Governor Elgin signed the 
Reciprocity Treaty with the USA on behave 
of Britain and BNA 

• Allowed the two countries to trade 
products like agriculture without paying 
custom duties 
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ECONOMIC ISSUES

• The Province of Canada also set up a domestic market. This was to try and avoid 
complete dependent on the American market.  

• The colonies of the Province now also traded with each other as well as the USA.  

• Businessmen and governments sought to expand their trade and promote local 
industries.  

• This attempt at a domestic market helped gain ground of the idea of forming a political 
union 
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RAILWAYS
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• With the idea of trade came the problem of transportation  

• At this time, the railroad was the preferred transport of goods. 
Especially over long distances.  

• 1852: The Grand Trunk Railway Company was founded  and a railway 
was build between Toronto and Montreal.  

• By 1860 it linked several cities in Canada and two major ports in the 
United States (Portland and Boston)



UNITED STATES

• Even though the United States were 
our trading partner, they were a 
THREAT.  

• The USA wanted to expand its territory 
west, and the Province of Canada also 
wanted to expand their territory 
towards the west coast.  

• They had a Civil War going on. 

38



AMERICAN CIVIL WAR

• 1861-1865 the United States was at war with itself: North vs. South 

• The North made its money through factories  

• The South made its money through cotton growing, which also heavily relied on the use of 
slaves.  

• The Northern states wanted to put an end to the Slave movement and establish conditions that 
would be favourable to developing industries (factories) 

• 1860: Abraham Lincoln became President of the United States of America  

• He spoke out about slavery and his favour of the abolition of slavery. 
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AMERICAN CIVIL WAR

40

• Due to Lincoln’s support of the end of slavery, 11 southern states opted for secession 
from the north.  

• The Civil war had serious repercussions on the British Colonies.  

• Even through Britain remained neutral officially,  it supported the the Southern States in 
many ways 

• Due to their support, the Northern States threatened the Province of Canada with 
annexation. 



RECIPROCITY

• Even though there was an increase in 
trade with the Province of Canada 
since 1854, the Reciprocity Treaty was 
NOT resigned.  

• With the end of the treaty, the Province 
of Canada had little choice but to 
increase trade with other British North 
American colonies  in order to create a 
greater economic unit. 
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TO CONFEDERATION 

• As we have discussed, the political and economic uncertainty of the era became a major 
issue 

• These challenges prompt politicians to try and find solutions  

• By 1864, the idea to unite the British North american colonies took shape
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GREAT COALITION
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• George Brown and Sir John A. MacDonald were enemies as they were the heads of the two opposing 
parties in Canada West (The Tories and the Grits). 

• In 1864, Brown rose in the Assembly and offered to cross the floor, joining in a coalition with 
MacDonald.  

• However Brown had THREE conditions: 

• Work towards creating a larger united federation of BNA 

• “Rep by Pop” 

• Western Expansionism 

• The Great Coalition of 1864 would become the driving force behind Confederation



THE GREAT COALITION
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HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=VCACDPEPYIM

CARTIER:

MACDONALD:

HTTPS://WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/WATCH?V=VBGNEJPZNNE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcACdpePyiM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBGNEJpznNE


CHARLOTTETOWN 

• September 1, 1864  

• “Should we get together?” 

• Schmooze fest  

• Smooth talking Canadians attempt to 
seduce their Maritime friends into 
“marriage” 

• Wine flowed, soirees and elegant balls 
were held, and expensive dinners did 
the trick 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=vBGNEJpznNE
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBGNEJpznNE
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- QUEBEC  -

• October 1864 

• “How do we get together?” 

• Outlined the specifics of a 
possible Union  

• John A. MacDonald was the 
creator of modern Canada  

• Refined, Revised, and 
Reworked the resolutions 



RESULTS 
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- REACTIONS  -

• Not everyone was onboard for 
Confederation  

• The Maritime colonies and 
Newfoundland were worried that they 
would have to repay the debt that had 
been accumulated by the Province of 
Canada.  

• Newfoundland and PEI were the 
smallest in terms of population of all 
the BNA colonies; thus they would 
under Rep by Pop have the LEAST 
amount of members (no power) 

• After the first round of negotiations, 
Newfoundland and PEI WITHDREW 
from Confederation. 
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- REACTIONS  -

• In Upper Canada most of the Assembly 
supported the union, which would 
offer many benefits to their region  

• In Lower Canada Les Bleus supported 
Confederation while the Rouges were 
opposed o it.  

• Les Rouges worries that they would 
lose their influence within the new 
union as they had less numbers than 
the English  

• Despite their concerns the Legislative 
Assembly vote in favour of 
Confederation. 



LONDON
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• December 1866 

• “May we get together?” 

• Delegates from Canada met with 
the British Parliament in London 
for approval of Confederation.  

• Approved by British Parliament  

• Signed by the Queen on March 
29, 1867



THE FATHERS 
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THE DOMINION 

• July 1, 1867 

• BNA Act came into effect on the first “Dominion Day” 

• The Capital of the new Dominion would be:      OTTAWA  

• Why?  

• Toronto …. too protestant  

• Kingston …. too close to the USA 

• Montreal …. too crazy (burnt down Parliament the last time) 

• Ottawa was half Catholic and half Protestant, and was located away from the USA
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BNA ACT
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• The British North American Act did NOT grant Canada full 
independence  

• Canada was still apart of the British Empire 

• This meant we were still considered a colony  

• Came into effect on July 1st 1867



BNA ACT
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• CAUSE: 

• Political Issues  

• Political Deadlock 

• Representation by 
Population  

• American Civil War    

• Economic Issues  

• Markets  

• Debts  

• Railroads 



BNA ACT

• PURPOSE:  

• To federate Canada 
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BNA ACT
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• Measures: 

• 1 centralized Federal government (National) 

• Each “colony” will have a Provincial government  

• “Colonies” became known as Provinces 



BNA ACT

• SUCCESS OR FAILURE?:      SUCCESS  

• WHY OR WHY NOT?:        It was FLEXIBLE 
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STRUCTURE 

• Canada is CONSITUTIONAL MONARCHY  

• Monarchy: Ruled by King or Queen 

• Canada is a FEDERATION 
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CONSTITUTIONAL MONARCHY 
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• Head of State: The King/Queen ( The Monarchy) 

• Head of Government: Prime Minister  

• 3 levels of Government  

• Executive: The Cabinet 

• Judicial: The Supreme Court  

• Legislative: House of Commons and the Senate
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- 3 LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT-
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- HOW WE FUNCTION-



FEDERATION

• 2 levels of Government  (Federal and 
Provincial)  

• Sir John A. MacDonald wanted a 
UNITARY state (like Britain and France) 

• French Canadians and the Maritimes 
wanted a FEDERATION. Why? 

• The Fathers of Confederation saw a 
strong centralized government with all 
important powers in Ottawa  

• National government would ensure 
services important for Canadians 

• Provincial government would ensure 
local services for Canadians 
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DIVISION OF POWER
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EXECUTIVE 

65

• Makes decisions about how the country, the province, or the city should run 

• Proposed laws and makes regulations  

• Civil services administers the day to day operations and ensured that laws and 
regulations are applied  

• Held by the Cabinet formed by the Prime Minister and the ministers heading important 
departments 



CABINET

• Cabinet Ministers are chosen by the Prime Minister. 

• In today’s government we have: 

• Minister of… 

• Immigration, Refugees, and 
citizenship 

• International Trade  

• Foreign Affairs  

• Democratic Institutions  

• Employment, workforce Development 
and Labour 

• Status of Women  

• Public Safety and Emergency 
Preparedness  

• Small Business and Tourism  

• Agriculture  

• Indigenous and Northern Affairs  

• Fisheries, Oceans and Canadian Coast 
Guard 

66



CABINET

• Minister of…. 

• Treasury Board 

• Infrastructure and Communities 

• Sports and Persons with 
Disabilities  

• Innovation, Science and 
Economic Development  

• Finance  

• Justice and Attorney General 

• Public Serivces and Procurement  

• Environment and Climate 
Change 

• Families, Children and social 
development  

• Transport 

• International Development and 
La Francophonie 
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CABINET
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• Minister of…. 

• Natural Resources  

• Canadian Heritage  

• Veterans Affairs  

• National Revenue  

• National Defence  

• Science  

• Health



LEGISLATIVE

• Parliament discusses matters affecting 
the country  

• Provincial assemblies discuss issues 
affecting their province  

• City councils discuss affairs affecting 
their municipalities  

• Members debate and try to improve 
bills proposed by the Cabinet or 
Executive Committee 

• They vote to pass or reject bills  

• House of Commons hold s the 
Legislative Power  

• The Senate may provide additional 
options, but has little power
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LEGISLATIVE 

• House of Commons  

• Made up of Ministers, who are voted in by the Canadian public 

• The Senate  

• Appointed by the Prime Minister  

• Serve for life or to the age of 75
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JUDICIAL 
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• Government needs to ensure that laws 
are being followed once they are 
passed 

• The Courts hold the judicial powers  

• Judges are appointed for life so that 
they can be independent of the 
political system  

• Supreme court of Canada = the 
highest court  

• Last step for appeals  

• 9 judges help the government to 
interpret laws and apply them to real-
life situations
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PART 3: THE FIRST PHASE OF INDUSTRIALIZATION (1850-1896)



INDUSTRIALIZATION

• At the same time the Dominion of 
Canada was being created, the 
economy was undergoing major 
transformations.  

• By the mid 19th Century, 
industrialization had reached BNA 

• Three main factors that stimulated 
industrialization: population growth, 
Reciprocity Treaty and the 
development of a domestic market. 
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STEAM POWER
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• About  1860 or so, factory production began to expand - using steam meant that the 
factories no longer had to be near a river. They were now usually located near a source of 
manpower and a market (cities) 

• The new factories were large scale operations that expanded the workforce dramatically  

• Goods were now produced quickly and were for cheaper then they had ever been  

• By 1920 Canada was an urban nation 



URBANIZATION 

• As the factories tended to be located in 
large towns and cities, these areas in 
turn attracted more people.  

• Pollution and crowding led to the 
spread of disease.  

• By 1900: Over 1/3 of Quebeckers live 
in cities  

• Poor woking class neighbourhood 
developed and apartments were 
overcrowded and dirty 

• Housing was poor, sanitation non-
existent, for the poor, life in cities was 
difficult 

• By 1920: Canada was an urban nation
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DIVISION OF LABOUR

• The transition from craftwork to mechanization radically change work for people who produced 
goods 

• Craftspeople would work with their hands and use simple tools to perform each step of 
manufacturing a consumer good.  

• They are often a specialist on the manufacturing of a particular good.  

• For example, shoes; the process is know to be slow and produces a very limited amound of 
goods.  

• Mechanization makes it possible to produce more goods at a faster pace and on an assembly line  
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RESOURCES
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INDUSTRIAL CAPITAL

• In order to purchase machinery and 
open large factories, owners needed 
large investments from investors 

• British, Canadian and American 
businessmen who possessed the 
coattail needed to acquire the means 
of production. 

• These businessmen made profits by 
selling the goods produced by the 
workers  

• They then reinvested those profits into 
the factories and machines 

• This process us called Industrial 
capitalism 
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TRANSPORTATION

• Second half of the 19th century was closely tied to industrialization  

• The first half of the 19th century, canals were the most effient means of transporting 
goods.  

• BUT in the second half, the increase in commercial traffic led governments to make 
major improvements to existing canals including the Lachine and Welland Canals.  

• including deepening and widening to allow for passage of larger ships
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TRANSPORTATION
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• The development of the rail network in the 19th 
century completely changed transportation in 
BNA 

• It allowed the first phase of industrialization to 
thrive  

• In particular it allowed for:  

• Rapid access to raw materials 

• shipping of manufactured goods 

•  year round transportation,  

• colonization of new territories,  

• the growth of a new industrial sector 
(railway equipment)
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- TRANSPORTATION-

• The development of transportation in the 19th century was successful in stimulating the 
economy.  

• It became faster, safer, and much easier to transport goods.  

• The building of canals and railways also stimulated the forestry and metallurgy 
industries as they required raw materials such as lumber and metals 



FOREST INDUSTRY

• The development of cities, especially 
in the USA let to a large jump in the 
lumber industry 

• At the end of the 19th century, Quebec 
production of lumber reached 7.3 
million square metres per year.  

• Starting in 1880, new processes made 
it possible to make paper from wood.  

• The wood was ground in machines and 
them treated with chemicals  

• It was mixed with water and formed 
into a past also known and pulp 

• The pulp was then washed, pressed, 
dried and resulted in paper 

• Sherbrooke and Hull 
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FOREST INDUSTRY

• Work and life for loggers in the camps 
evolved over the course of the 19th 
century  

• Small logging camps grew into larger 
camps that could employ up to 100 
men  

• They supplied the sawmills with wood 

• Offered seasonal work for farmers 
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