
1

PART 4: SOCIAL CHANGE AND CULTURE IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE 19TH 
CENTURY



FIRST PHASE 

• DARK, DIRTY, DANGEROUS 

• Energy source: Coal or wood fired steam engines  

• Products: food processing, tobacco goods, leather products, railways 

• Location: Montreal, to a lesser extent Sherbrooke 

• Capital: British money was invested  

• Markets: Internal Canadian markets 

• Conditions: Low skill, low play, unions just forming (they are illegal in the early period)
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FIRST PHASE
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• Working conditions were also bad. Women and children were taken advantage of and paid less than men  

• Men made an average of 10$ a week - women/children were less 

• Children started work at age 8 

• 75-80 hour weeks 

• Factories were poorly lit with little ventilation and dangerous machines  

• No insurance for sickness or injury 

• Fines were imposed to punish workers - others were beaten or fired  

• Strikers were harshly put down



FIRST PHASE 

• These poor conditions led workers to 
get together to fight for their rights  

• Unions and pressure tactics (strikes) to 
fight for better working conditions, 
fewer hours, better pay and laws for 
protection  

• The Catholic Church also got involved.  

• They didn't like the French Canadien 
workers joining American Unions so 
the Church formed Catholic Unions 
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- WORKER MOVEMENT-

• In the second half of the century, workers realized that there was a need to join forces to demand changes.  

• They wanted changes specific to their working conditions  

• This was the beginning for the worker movement in Canada.  

• Specifically, workers wanted change in the following areas: 

• Reduced working hours  

• Insurance in case of injury or illness  

• Recognized rights of unionized workers 

•     Workers demands often led to strikes 



UNIONS 
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• 1872: Federal law states that unions 
are legal and associations have the 
RIGHT to strike.  

• Even though the government passed 
this law, the right to strike was not 
respected until the 1890s due to 
restrictions  

• For example, Unions were required to 
register with the government.  

• Up until the 1890s, Unions in Quebec 
tended to be members of America 
Associations 

• Example: Knights of Labour



GOVERNMENT POLICY

• 1880s: The Quebec and Canadian government acknowledged the importance of needing to protect 
workers’ health and safety.  

• 1885: Quebec Factories Act  

• Set the minimum age at 12 years (boys) and 14 years (girls) for factory work 

• Established limits on the number of hours worked in a week   

• 1886: Royal commission on the Relations of Labour and Capital    

• Recommended the adoption of measures regarding the number of working hours, the 
minimum age for working in a factory and compensation for workers injured on the job. 
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AGRICULTURE
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• MAJOR SHIFT! 

• Could not compete with wheat grown in the west, 
so they shift to dairy farming 

• Cheese and butter factories spring up all over 
Quebec - specifically in the southern areas  

• Farmers moved from subsistence farming to 
market oriented farming. Resulting in more 
money to spend on the farm  

• More money means they can move toward:  

• Mechanization  

• Fewer and bigger farms  

• Improvement farming techniques  

• In the late 19th century, rural areas of Eastern 
Canada lost thousands of people 

• WHY?? Jobs - they were not needed on farms 
anymore (overpopulation) 



CONCERNS 

• Where did they go? 

• Big cities  

• Agriculture was mechanizing and farms were growing larger, fewer farmers were 
needed 

• Where did the farmers and other rural people go? 

• English Quebeckers and Ontarian’s went west to seek land  

• Some also moved to the cities for jobs in new factories  

• French Canadians also went to the cities of Quebec (small amount moved west)
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• The Great Exit 

• Due to industrialization and overpopulation, there was a large shift in migration 

• Firstly, due to industrialization,  there was more people moving from the countryside to the cities.  

• Less people were needed to farm  

• More people left the country to find jobs in the city (created a rural exodus) 

•  Although this was happening, the population remained largely rural at this time 

• The population in the cities were also growing, and thus industrialization led to Urbanization 

-THE GREAT EXODUS-



URBAN VS RURAL
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EMIGRATION TO USA
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• Due to the overpopulation on the farms in areas such as Vallee du Saint-Laurent, farmers were leaving 
Quebec to find new jobs in American cities. 

• Many of the Quebec cities could no longer take the overspill of French Canadian farmers, so they had to 
look to the United States. Many settled in the New England states of Vermont, Maine and Massachusetts.  

• Between the years 1850 and 1890, over 400 000 French Canadiens moved to the United States. 

• This displeased the Quebec government as they saw hundreds of thousands of French people move out of 
the province. 

• In an attempt to stop the French from leaving, the government started new colonization ideas.  

• This negatively impacted First Nations communities, especially those who occupied these territories 



LIVING CONDITIONS
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• Due to industrialization, and the rapid urbanization that it caused, the organization of society and territory 
was impacted  

• The differences between the classes was evident. 

• Working class neighbourhoods: 

• Close to factories, dirty and unsanitary, no electricity, lacked running water and sewers, and 
the mortality rate was much higher 

• Upper Class neighbourhoods: 

• Large plots located far from the factories, electricity, large houses, well heated, and was 
equipped with sanitary facilities 

-LIVING CONDITIONS-



IMMIGRATION
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• In the 1840s more and more immigration came from Britain  

• The Great Famine DEVASTATED Ireland, and many people abandoned their lives in 
search of better ones in North America.  

• After the Dominion of Canada, the government wanted to populate the country and 
encouraged immigration  

• 1.5 million immigrants settled in the Dominion in the first decades  

• Major areas: British Isles, Northern Europe and the United States 
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• 1848 : A year of death  

• Hundreds of ships leave Ireland for the Province of Canada after the Potato Famine leaves 
families without food.  

• Tens of thousand of Irish are aboard these ships coming across the atlantic, thus making the 
ships OVERCROWDED.  

• The ships were unsanitary; passengers were already weak from the famine, and thus were 
easily susceptible to disease.  

• Many passengers contracted diseases such as Typhus and Cholera. 

-DISEASE-



GROSSE ILE

18

• Irish immigrants arriving in the Province of Canada were arriving in their new lands sick 
with typhus and/or cholera 

• Many were dying on the passage, but for those who survived,  the people of Lower 
Canada were starting to worry about their condition.  

• They created a quarantine station of La Grosse Ile 

• approximately 5000 immigrants died on this island  

• A celtic cross was erected in 1909 in memory to those who died



CATHOLIC CHURCH

• The Catholic Church had a great 
amount of influence in French 
Canadian society  

• Including: Society, charitable 
organizations, hospitals, schools, etc. 

• It sought to increase its political 
power                   

• 1840s: New Bishop, Monseigneur 
Ignace Bourget 

• Wanted to increase the 
number of 
representatives 

• Including priests and 
nuns (sisters)
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ULTRAMONATANISM

• A political and religious idea whereby the Catholic church exercises control in all spheres, 
particularly with respect to political power  

• According to this idea, the Pope has absolute authority and states thus have to submit to 
it.  

• Ultramontanes believe that the Catholic Church should be involved in EVERY aspect of 
society 

• Believed the Catholic Church could tell what was good and what was bad 

• They could provide the answers for all religious, moral, cultural and political questions
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• School Act 1841: contributed to the Church’s influence in the area of education  

• Denominational school system is where you are separated by religion. For example, French Canadiens were separated 
from Anglophone Protestants.  

• This form of education was in place for more than a century.  

• The Catholic Church was involved in all levels of education (elementary to classical colleges) 

• 1856: Council of Public Instruction  

• 14 members 

• Responsibility for education then fell to the council  

• A superintendent was appointed and it was divided into TWO committees: A Catholic and a Protestant 

-EDUCATION-



SURVIVAL 
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• The Catholic Church served as a defence 
against the idea of assimilation of 
French Canadians.  

• Nationalism developed that would place 
the Catholic Church and the faith at the 
forefront of a French Canadian identity.  

• Only the church’s protection could 
protect the main ideas of what it meant 
to be French Canadian  

• Importantly:  

• Catholic faith 

• French culture and 
language  

• Traditional ways of life  
(farming) 

• Traditional family structure 
(Father = authority)



ANTICLERICALISM

• A position opposing the influence of the 
Church in spheres other than religious life  

• Even though the French Canadians broadly 
supported Ultramontanism, they did not 
have full approval. 

• Institut canadian de Montreal: 

• Forum of intellectual 
discussion and debate 

• Organized conferences and 
public lectures 

• Collected books banned by the 
Vatican  

• Founded their own 
newspaper: L’Avenir
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• The Catholic Church was not happy about the tolerance and freedom of thought advocated by the 
members of the Institut canadien  

• In 1858 Bourget publish letters ordering the Institut to conform to the Chruch’s decrees 

• Moderate members conformed, but others did not.  

• By virtue of their opposition, they were supporters of the Anticlerical movement  

• The Clergy would ask the pope to intervene and end their disobedience 

• 1868: Pope condemns the institut  and communicated the members  

• 1877: The institut shuts down 

-ANTICLERICALISM-



WOMEN

• Social Reformism 

• Reformist associations held a traditional view of the role of women (as mothers)  

• Reformist women saw there social actions to be in keeping with this traditional role. 
Gradually, however, they added political demands to their actions.  

• Their demands for recogition of women’s rights were basis of FEMINISM in Quebec
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WOMEN’S RIGHTS
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• 19th Century: Women were seen as 
minors.  

• This meant that they could not act 
without the consent of their father or 
husband.  

• Women did not have the right to vote, 
nor could they run for office  

• Some women, who owned property, 
were able to participate in elections 

• Women started demanding the right 
to vote and the right to run for office  

• Some feminists also demanded that 
women had rights to go to University  

• 1884: McGill University’s Faculty of 
Arts (History, Literature, Philosophy)



WOMEN 

• Many French Canadian women tended 
to join religious communities, as they 
played a very important role.  

• Nuns worked in both schools and 
hospitals, for charitable organizations, 
orphanages, and shelters  

• Some private colleges accepted firsts 
who wanted to pursue their education 
after elementary school. 
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PART 5: DEVELOPMENT OF THE CANADIAN FEDERATION  
(1867-1896)



TERRITORIES EXPAND
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ACQUIRING LANDS

• The first action of the territorial expansion 
would have to be to gain lands to the west  

• The federal government had three reasons for 
wanting this land.  

• to offer Canadians a place to 
settle  

• to create a larger economic 
base for development  

• to protect the west from being 
taken by the USA 

• 1868: Delegates were sent from Canada to 
London to negotiate the purchase of Rupert’s 
Land and the Northwest territories.  

• July 1869: Canada bought the territory for 
1.5 million 

• July 1870: the land officials became part of 
the Dominion under the name Northwest 
Territories  
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METIS

• This land was not empty when the Canadian government acquired it.  

• The Metis and other Indigenous peoples settled on this land. An estimated 10 000 
Metis were in the Red River area.  

• With colonization, the Metis were worried that they would lose their lands  

• They were also worried they would lose their way of life and their culture. 
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LOUIS RIEL
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• Metis  

• Confronted the surveyors sent in 
ahead of the land transfer 

• “You shall go no further” 

• The Metis then seized the HBC trading 
post of Upper Fort Garry and declared 
a provincial government 



RED RIVER

• April 20, 1869 

• Metis were angered and defiant about the 
sale of “their” Land 

• METIS: cultural group who are half 
Aboriginal and French decent 
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RED RIVER 

• Metis lose support in Ontario after 
Thomas Scott, an English Protestant is 
executed  

• Thomas Scott was arrested by the Metis   
and thrown into jail. He was held for 
trial and sentenced to death.  

• Officials begged Riel to intervene but 
he refused.  

• “The shot that set the West ablaze”
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RESULTS  

• Military is sent west, and under the Manitoba Act, Manitoba officially becomes a 
province.  

• French language rights and the Catholic Church are protected 

• Having maneuvered Manitoba into a Confederation Louis Riel is the Father of Manitoba  

• BUT Riel is branded a traitor and flees to the United States while settlers flood into 
Manitoba and push the Metis further West. 
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NORTHWEST 
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• 1885 

• Metis had no clear title to the lands 
that they settled on  

• Riel was now teaching in Montana  

• Big Bear, Poundmaker, and Gabriel 
Dumont invite him to return and lead 
the Metis and Aboriginals once again 

• Metis continued to protest , especially 
against the railway (CPR) 

• Metis attack settlers and North West 
Mounted Police posts  

• Government sends the new Canadian 
Army West using the railway.  

• Metis are crushed and Riel is captured



RIEL  HUNG

• Riel is tried for treason  

• He refused to plead insanity and was 
tried and found guilty in Regina 

• The jury convicted and recommended 
mercy; Honore Mercier also warned 
Ottawa that if Riel was executed it 
would be considered “a declaration of 
war against Quebec” 

• John A. stays his execution (twice) and 
appointed a commission to rule on 
Riel’s mental capacity 

• The commission ruled that he was 
sane and the matter was thus settled 

• MacDonald would not intervene  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=FVVFjfyvgMg
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FIRST NATIONS

• Following the uprisings the federal government decided to negotiate with the First 
Nations  

• Government objective: Colonization and exploitation  

• Famine was a huge issue for the Indigenous people in the West  

• Reserves are used as an incentive to the First Nations for their land  

• Financial services and food assistance was also offered 
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MISSIONS 

• Europeans and Canadians widely believed 
that their way of life was superior to the way 
of life of the indigenous.  

• In Canada, the governments and Christian 
missions took measures to “civilize” the First 
Nations.  

• They wanted to convert them to Christianity.  

• Catholic missions tended to be helped by 
women’s congregations, including the Sisters 
of Charity.  

• Three Churches tended to be responsible for 
Protestant missions: 

• Anglican  

• Presbyterian 

• Methodist 

• These missions were predominately located 
in northern Upper Canada and the west. 
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RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL

• Christian missionaries founded the first residential schools in Canada.  

• In the mid 19th century, residential schools became a formal structure to deal the 
assimilation of indigenous children in Canada  

• Children were taught Christianity and learned the English language and culture 

• These schools isolated children from their families and communities so that they would 
abandon their own language, beliefs and cultures. 
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RESIDENTIAL SCHOOL

• The federal government, as well as 
Catholic and Protestant churched 
agreed to manage these schools 
together  

• A formal agreement was signed in 
1892.  

• These residential schools began to 
show up across the country. 
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BAND COUNCILS
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• The first laws dealing with the First Nations 
were defined in the 1850s  

• These laws outlined them as inferior in 
comparison to Canadian citizens 

• Enfranchisement measures would offer 
everyone the same status, were part of the 
government attempts to assimilate the 
First Nations.  

• The federal government adopted An Act for 
the Gradual Enfranchisement of Indians  

• Replaced traditional 
chieftainship with Band 
Councils  

• Limited Powers 

• Upholding order, 
maintaining the reserve and 
constructing public buildings



INDIAN ACT

• 1876 

• Assimilate the Ingenious peoples  

• Authorities could intervene into the 
First Nations lives through First Nation 
agents  

• These agents were responsible life on 
the reserves.  

• This act would be amended several 
times over the course of the 19th and 
20th centuries. 
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- PROTECTIONISM  -

• An economic policy that aims to protect the local (or national) economy from foreign 
competition  

• This usually is done by putting heavy tariffs or taxes on goods coming in from outside 
the country 

• Effects on Canada: increased timber exports to Great Britain 



NATIONAL POLICY
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• The policy was designed to solve THREE problems : 

• Lack of manufacturing in Canada  

• A mall marked and empty Prairie  

• Lack of transportation 



NATIONAL POLICY 

• The National Policy aimed to: 

• RIP 

• Railways  

• Connect the cities of the east with the 
farms of the west 

• Manufactured goods go west and 
agricultural goods go east 

• Immigration 

• New people on the farms and in the 
cities  

• Market for goods and a supply of food 
for workers 

• Cheap labour in the factories  

• Protectionism  

• A tax on goods coming into Canada  

• Encouraged factory growth in Canada 
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NATIONAL POLICY

• RESULTS: 

• Higher prices and lower salaries in Canada  

• It favoured Ontario the most, and Quebec the least  

• New textile, shoe, and machinery industries were 
established  

• Railway construction ate up the capital needed to 
expand other sectors of the economy  

• People continued to emigrate to the United States
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PACIFIC SCANDAL
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• Sir John A. MacDonald and the 
Conservatives  

• First major political scandal following 
Confederation  

• The Prime Minister promised the Sir 
Allen  that they would be given the 
contract to build the new rail system in 
exchange for election funds  

• The conservatives were afraid that they 
would lose several important seats in 
the House of Commons. 

• The scandal went public in the house 
and the Conservatives were called 
corrupt by the Liberals  

• In the next general election, the 
Conservatives were voted out of power. 
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- SETTLEMENT OF THE WEST  -

• Canada’s population remained small and uneven  

• Provinces of Ontario and Quebec = 75% of Canada’s population  

• MacDonald sought to bring in more immigrants in order to properly settle the West.  

• This would also help with the cost of the Canadian Pacific railway  

• He and his government believed that immigrants would make a valuable economic contribution  

• growing wheat to feed the population  

• being a market to sell goods to from Canadian factories  

• manufacturing goods for foreign export 



SETTLEMENT 
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• Over the course of the next 20 years, 
the railway allowed for many 
immigrants to settle in the Western 
provinces.  

• Effectively quadrupling (X4) the 
Canadian population.  

• However, most of this population was 
still settling in Ontario.  

• It would not be until the end of the 
19th and into the 20th centuries that 
Western Canada would experience a 
wave of immigration. 



FRENCH CANADA

• Thinking back to the constitution, both the Federal and Provincial governments had their own 
jurisdiction. But in reality tensions emerged between both of these governments.   

• Division of jurisdiction and tax revenue was the main source of these tensions. Quebec was 
also requesting more autonomy within Canada  

• During the second half of the 19th century, French Canadians were once again a minority 
within the Dominion  

• Due to the Riel affair and the abolishment of the rights to separate schools for French 
Catholics, some of the population believed the government was not protecting the rights of 
French Catholics outside of the province.  
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- HONORE MERCIER  -

• There was a growing call for French Canadians to protect their language and culture. This 
was a major part of their identity and they wanted to make suer that it was kept.  

• In Quebec, Honore Mercier, was premier of the Province and became a defender of 
French Canadian nationalism.  

• He promoted PROVINCIAL AUTONOMY 

• 1887: First interprovincial conference.  Mercier and representatives from other 
Canadian provinces met in Quebec and demanded that the federal government respect 
jurisdictions 



MERCIER
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A TURNING POINT

• By the end of the 19th century. Canada 
shifted into a period of political and 
economic change  

• 1896: Wilfred Laurier becomes the 
first French Canadian to serve as Prime 
Minister of Canada  

• Laurier tried to convince his colleagues 
to abandon the divisions between the 
French and English and work toward 
Canadian unity 

• “Let me tell you, my fellow 
countrymen, that the twentieth century 
shall be the century of Canada and of 
Canadian development…”
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