
The Era of Exploration and New France

1492-1760



Key Dates 

     


     1000 AD – Vikings 

     1349 – Black Death 

     1453 – Fall of Constantinople                 

     1492 – Columbus Sailed                            

     1497 – Cabot  

     1607 – Jamestown

     1608 – Quebec Settled

     1642 – Montreal                                

     1650 - Huron’s Wiped out

     1663 – Royal Government 



The Northern Flower

• The Vikings, Norseman, and Northman


• Lack of land, a sense of adventure and a good ship pushed 
the Vikings out of Scandinavia into Europe, and the Northern 
Seas. 


• They reached: 

• Iceland (by 800 AD)

• Greenland (986 AD)

• Vinland (Newfoundland 1000 AD)



Vinland 

• Vinland was probably Newfoundland

• A Norse settlement was found at L’Anse aux Meadows in the 

1960


• The Vikings did not stay, so their accomplishment was 
forgotten by the Europeans (it was not written down).



Black Death

• Less than 1 in 5 survived


• 1/3 of all Europeans died


• In many places villages were wiped out 


• After the major loss of life due to the Black Death (1348 
-1350), the economy and population recovered to the point 
where there was an increased demand for luxury products


                 - Silks and spices (found in Asia)



Black Death



The Renaissance 

• 14th-17th century

• Means “rebirth”


• Period of knowledge

• Helped to develop areas such as culture, science, and politics


• Led to important thinking!

– Specifically when it comes to our studies



Fall of Constantinople 

• 1453


• The Ottoman Empire takes over the Eastern Roman Empire 
(Byzantine)


• Block trade routes to Asia


• Was a deep loss to the Christian World (trade routes)


• Was the cause of exploration



Fall of Constantinople 



Reasons for Exploration

• Trade Route to Asia 

• More power for the King (find resources) 

• The Church wanted to spread Christianity 

• Merchants wanted to get rich 

• Ship Captains wanted to be famous 

• Sailors wanted adventure



Technology that made Exploration possible

• Carvels  

• Bigger, better, ships 

• Magnetic Compass  

• No longer needed to use the stars as a guide 

• Astrolabe  

• Allowed the Captain to find the ships position on a map 

• New weapons  

• Gunpowder, cannons, etc.  



The Explorers 

THE THREE C’s


• Columbus 1492 – Spain - North America

• Cabot 1497- England – Newfoundland

• Cartier- 1534 – France – Canada 



The Explorers 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ds8G9sFOK5w
Cabot:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nfKr-D5VDBU
Cartier:



• Population and settlement  

• Where and why did Europeans (especially Frenchman) go to the new 
world? 

• Why did the European populations increase?

• What was the importance of the Seigniorial system and the carrot and 

stick? 		 

• What happened to the natives?


• Economy and development  

• Why did Europeans begin to explore the new world? 
• What was the impact of exploration?

• What was the economic impact of Colonies on the mother countries?

• How did the people of New France provide the basic necessities of life?

• The 5 Economic F’s – Fish, Furs, Farms, Forests, Factories  
 



• Power and countervailing power 

• Who had the ability to make things happen during the era of exploration? 
• How did the fur trading companies use their power? 
• Why was Royal Government introduced and how did it work?

• Why did the Roman Catholic Church have so much power?

• How did the natives lose power?


• Culture and Ideas 

• What motivated the explorers?  
• How did the culture of the natives change after Europeans came?

• What ideas and materials were exchanged between the “old” and “new” 

worlds?

• What made French Canadian culture different from that of the French in 

Europe?



The First Resources

• Fish:  

• Abundance of fish found off the coast of 
Newfoundland by John Cabot 

• Furs: 

• After first contact with the Aboriginals (during the dry 
cod fisheries), Europeans quickly realized they could 
make more profits (money) from furs.



Cartier

• First Voyage (1534):   

• Cartier Explored the Gaspe region 

• Second Voyage (1535):  

• Explored the St. Lawrence to present day Quebec by two Iroquois 
people. (Think Heritage minute) 

• Third Voyage (1541):  

• Attempted to explore the St. Lawrence further but was attacked. 
He gave up and returned to France with what he thought was 
valuable. 



The New World

• Following Cartier’s departure, France had very little interest in 
developing their new world.  

• They were too worried about issues at home 

• The only Frenchmen left were independent fur trappers and 
fishermen  

• King Henry IV needed resources and money to rebuild France 
after several years of War, and uniting his people again 

• He believed the best way to do so was to strengthen France’s 
position in the New World. 



Champlain the “Father of New France”

• 1608  

• Champlain was sent to North America to set up a trading post on the 
St. Lawrence as the Lieutenant Governor  

• Success would mean a French protected monopoly of the Fur 
Trade 

• Founded Quebec City (Kebec) 

• Chosen because it sat high on the Cliffs - safe from cannon fire 

• “Where the river gets narrow” 

• Great for settlement - fertile soil, rich in furs, river for transportation



The Plan

• Champlain settles until winter in Quebec 

• Sends all but 28 colonists back to France for the winter 

• Only 8 survive the winter  

• Die due to Scurvy 

• More colonists would soon arrive by boat  

• France had now established a permanent presence 



Different Types of Colonies 

• Trading Colony 

• Place or establishment where the trading of goods took 
place 

• It’s only goal is to trade goods - nothing else is as 
important 

• Settlement Colony 

• Place where the establishment of a successful population 
and society takes place - nothing else is as important



Alliances 

• Now that they had finally held a presence in the New World, 
Champlain and the colony started to make Alliances  

• The Algonquins believed that the French could help them against 
the Iroquois Confederacy  

• In 1608, the Algonquin chiefs, and a Huron Chief, arrive in Quebec 
to meet with Champlain  

• Want him to help lead an attack on the Mohawk 

• He agrees, believing that making an alliance with the Algonquins 
would best serve his plans to gain furs and explore the territory



Meanwhile to the south…

• As the French finally made their presence in North 
America known, the English (British) were also trying to 
make their own gains  

• In 1607, the first permanent settlement for the English 
was established 

•  Jamestown, Virginia  

• This would be the beginning of the 13 colonies 



Setting up for the Fur Trade: Mercantilism 

• An economic belief 

• Purpose:  

• To enrich the Mother Country 

• Colonies served to profile low cost raw material to the 
Mother Country.  

• Industries in the Mother Country made the raw materials 
into more valuable goods. 



The Fur Trade 

• Fur trading was the best way possible to make big profits 
for France 

• As such the King granted a monopoly of the fur trade to 
several companies 

• Monopoly: Gives exclusive right to trade with Aboriginal 
peoples for furs - there is no competition 



The Fur Trade 

• The Company of 100 Associates was formed by 
merchants and nobles in France.  

• The King granted the Company a royal charter.  

• Charter: a written grant by a government to a company 
that defines their rights and privileges  

• The Company was to govern the colony and have a 
monopoly on the fur trade



The Fur Trade 

• In return for their charter, the Company promised to settle 
New France  

• They do not fulfill their promise 

• The English capture the fleet and the colony, resulting in 
great losses for the Company  

• They never recover 



The Fur Trade

• Increasing demand for furs in Europe meant that they 
needed to find new sources of furs 

• In the first days of the trade the Aboriginals brought the 
furs to the Europeans 

• Eventually, traders would go to Aboriginal camps to buy 
them 

• This resulted in Traders travelling further and further 
inland in their search for new sources



The Fur Trade 

• The high demand led to exploration to the west and 
south 

• As the traders travelled, they claimed the territory in the 
name of France  

• Made sure to cut off the English colonies from 
expanding into the interior of the continent 

•  The French made deals with the Aboriginals to keep the 
trade in the hands of the French



The Fur Traders

• Aboriginals: Trapped the animals in the winter months 
when their fur was thick and high quality 



The Fur Traders 

• Couriers de Bois:  (“wood runners”) 

• French settlers who travelled through                                    
the forests to buy furs from the                              
Aboriginals.  

• Made it easier to do business   

• Lived with the Aboriginals, learning                                      
their language, marrying their women,                                           
and learning how to navigate the                                            
new land



The Fur Traders

• Voyageurs: (“traveler”) 

• Paddled large transport canoes for bring furs back to 
Montreal and Quebec from the trading posts



The Fur Traders 

• European craftsmen made the furs into fashionable hats 
and clothes  

• Merchants sold the articles made from furs to the rich 
population, making huge profits



Missionaries 

• Due to the fact that the Colony in the New World was 
growing , the Catholic Church decided it was time to teach 
the First Nations about Christianity  

• They believed that the First Nations needed to learn about 
God.  

• When Champlain returned to Canada in 1615, Recollect 
Priests joined him 

• These priests lived with the Huron, learning their 
language and teaching them about God and Christianity



Missionaries 

• Jesuits  

• Another group of Priests sent to Canada  

• 1625 

• Lived with the Huron, learned their language and earned their respect 

• Didn’t want to change how the First Nations dressed or their culture 

• Wanted to change their beliefs 

• Could not tell who actually converted or who just wanted material 
goods. 



Hurons wiped out

• 1650 

• Weakened by disease and epidemics of smallpox the 
Huron were destroyed by the Iroquois 

• Very few were left (only a few thousand) in comparison to 
what had been a strong and powerful tribe  

• It was the end of a people and a culture 



Influences of the French and Aboriginals

French Influences on the 
Aboriginals Aboriginal Influences on the French

Food Bread, peas, salt Maize, pumpkins, maple syrup, meat 
from forest animals

Clothing Woollen cloth, blankets, hats, shirts, 
and leather shoes

Learned to make warm winter clothes 
from furs, moccasins

Tools Knives, axes, saws, and cooking pots Canoes, snowshoes, toboggans

Weapons Muskets, pistols, swords, iron arrow 
heads Arrow heads

Way of Life Brandy drinking Tobacco and plants for medicine

Religion Christianity Animism 

Other Smallpox, measles, and influenza Learned Aboriginal  languages, hunting 
and fishing techniques



Results of the Fur Trade and Interaction

• There were several consequences of the fur trade and European interaction 

• Wars between the Aboriginal tribes  

• Before the fur trade and European contact many of these tribes lived in 
peace  

• The territory of New France surrounded the English colonies along the coast 

• Brandy  

• Roman Catholic Church strongly opposed the use of Brandy 

• Some Aboriginals believed that it helped communicate with spirits 

• Christianity 



Why do people Immigrate or Emigrate?

• Immigrate: Move to an area 

• Emigrate: Move from an Area  

• Migrant: A person who moves 

• Push factor: people move out of an area for a specific reason (eg. 
Warfare) 

• Pull factors: people move to an area for a specific reason (eg. Jobs) 

• Demographics: characteristics of a population  

• People move BECAUSE of Push and Pull Factors  



Settlement in New France

• Trois Rivière 

• 1634 

• Laviolette 

• Quebec 

• Champlain 

• Ville-Marie (Montreal) 

• 1642 

• Maisonneuve 



Push/ Pull Factors - PWHS and Surrounding Area

Push Factors Pull Factors



King Louis XIV 

• By the 1660’s the colony of New France needed help 

• The Company of 100 Associates had only brought 2000 
settlers to the new world - well below their promise.  

• Less then 1% of the land was being used and people in 
France were afraid to move to the new world because of the 
possibility of attacks by the Iroquois  

• The king was determined to save New France  

• He cancelled the charter with the Company in 1663, choosing 
to run the colony himself with the help of selected officials 



King Louis XIV

• 1665: 1,200 battle ready soldiers to the colony 

• Soldiers were sent into the Iroquois territory 

• Sent mid winter these men were lucky to make it back 
alive 

•  Made New France a French Province and set up similar 
government  

• Royal Government of 1663



French Immigrants 

• Until Royal Government in 1663 very few people went to 
New France. Why? 

• The number of French migrants overall was relatively 
small during the whole part of the 1663-1760 time period 

• Only about 6 000 people actually moved to (and stayed 
in) New France



French Immigrants

• Migrants included: 

• Those who fight for the colony:  

• Soldiers (give orders, Push: King said so Pull: you live you get land) 

• Those who pray:  

• Priests, Nuns, Monks, Missionaries (They don’t populate (do not have 
sex, married to God)).  

• Those who farm: Farmers, become land lords (Seigreur) 

• Those who work: Work available, pull factors offered old France people that 
were unemployed or prison offered them a deal. contract buy labour, 
provide food, shelter, clothing, the person would then get 100 acres of land 



French Immigrants 

• Filles de Roi: Kings daughters (But not literally). Address 
the demographic situation 50 women/10 000 men - they 
needed more women 

• Need a wife/look and give birth! Do laundry, clean, milk 
cows, eggs collected. 

• Women essential for a good running and working farm 

• Huguenots: French Protestants fleeing prosecution in 
France



The Carrot and Stick Method

• Natural Increase:       Births - Deaths = Natural Increase 

• Intendant Jean Talon initiated “Carrot and stick” methods to get the 
population to increase. What were they? 

•  Carrot 

• Up too 10 living kids, legitimate children who are not priests or 
clerics will receive deniers that the majesty will send to the country 

• Stick 

• Monetary fines were established against Father’s who do not marry 
their sons off by age 20 and their daughters by the age of 16



French Immigration

• By the end of the French regime there were 70 000 
French Canadians in New France  

• Another Stick:  

• If you were not married you were NOT allowed to 
participate in the Fur Trade  

• At the same time, to the south, there were over 1.5 
million settlers in the British Colonies 



The Seigneurial System 

• The Seigneurial system was a system of land division  

• Its purpose:  

• To settle New France in an organized and familiar 
manner  

• Seigneur - Land Lord (nobility) 

• Seigneury - Land Perpendicular to the river 

• Censitiare - lived and worked on the land 



The Seigneurial System 

• Purpose of placing them on the St. Lawrence river? 

• Transportation, safety and                            
communication!! 

• For agricultural purposes:                                       
water for the animals  

• Close to neighbours and                                                 
easy to flee due to                                                 
attacks (somewhere to go                                              
for protection) 



The Seigneurial System 

• A seigneury was a large piece of land laid out 
perpendicular to a river for the purpose of transportation 
and communication  

• System of Mutual Dependance to those labour and below 
on the social ladder  

• The system worked because both the seigneurs and the 
censitiaire knew their rights and duties  

• As long as a censitiaire (habitant) fulfilled his duties he 
could never lose his land 



Rights and Duties 

Rights of 
Seigneur

Duties of 
Seigneur

Rights of 
Censitiares

Duties of 
Censitiares 

Receive cents et 
rents, core (3-4 

days free labour), 
Mill fees

Protect the 
seigneury, pay 
tithe, give out 
land, build mill

Receive land, use 
the mill, use the 

church, be 
protected

Pay Cents et 
Rents, lods et 
ventes corvee, 

3-4 days labour, 
mill fees 



The Seigneurial System 

• Settlers wanted land  

• Seigneurs wanted settlers  

• The government wanted a cheap way to settle the land  

• By 1760 there were 250 seigneuries occupying close to 25 
000 square kilometres 

• The system was not abolished until 1854 

• The belief was the person who told people what to do instead 
of the seigneur   



Farming 

• Vast majority of population were farmers 

• New France barely fed itself most years  

• (Subsistence Farmers) Have just enough NO extra 

• Family needed about 3 hectares (5-6 acres) and 5 years 
to become self sufficient 



Farming 

• Work was seasonal and divides by sex 

• Winter was a time of relative rest  

• Work was harsh, but once duties were fulfilled people worked for 
themselves  

• Main crops: peas, wheat, temp, flax, maize (corn) 

• New France no longer had to import swine and cattle by 1700 

• Horses were rare, until 1700 and expensive - Oxen were the main power 
source 

• Mills powered by wind or water 



Attempts to Diversify 

• Jean Talon, the first intendant, tried to diversify the 
economy.  

• He introduced,  

• Textiles, brewing, hat making, shipbuilding, rope 
making, and tanning  

• Ironwork near Trois Rivieres were introduced in the mid 
18th Century (Forges St. Maurice 1730s) 



Attempts to Diversify 

• Why Jean Talon did NOT succeed in Diversifying the colony: 

• Ideology in France at the time. The colony was not supposed to make 
beer or build ships, as it should be the job of the Mother Country. 
Manufacturing is against Mercantilism  

• If you want to sell a lot of stuff, open it in a bigger place, as it is 
smarter to sell more to people. The market in New France was too 
small  

• They were snobs. The people of New France wanted stuff from Old 
France 

• Despite the attempts, New France’s economy was dominated by 
agriculture and fur



Attempts to Diversify 

• France followed the idea of Mercantilism  

• Colonies existed for the sole benefit of the Mother Country 

• Get the resources out!! 

• Impact: 

• Few jobs in the colony (lower population) 

• A colony dominated by resource extraction 

• NOT DIVERSIFIED !! 



Triangular Trade 

New France

The West Indies

France
Furs

Wheat 

Sugar
Sugar

Hardware and  
Textiles

Hardware and  
Textiles



Royal Government 1663-1760

• The King was the Boss 

• He was the absolute power in the French Empire 
(Absolutism) 

• There was no people in power (Democracy) 

• However, as he lives in France, he sends several 
individuals to New France as his representation 



Power Chart of Royal Government 
KING

Minister of the Marine

Bishop
Intendent

Governor

Sovereign Council

Captain of the Militia

People



The Bishop

• Pope says who the Bishop will be 

• The King gives the Pope a list of men to pick to be the Bishop 

• Responsibilities: 

• Church matters, converting the Aboriginals  

• Hospitals (Staffed my Monks and Nuns) 

• Charities (no parents/orphans, no husband, no children, handicap, or 
can’t work) 

• Education ( mainly for the rich to learn to read and write (seminaries) 

• Famous Bishop: Laval 



The Church and Power

• The Church had a LOT of power 

• The tithe - tax that every Catholic had to pay 

• Bishops are members of the Sovereign Council  

• The Church owns seigneurs. If you live on some of their 
land you pas there and work for them 



The Intendant
• Intendant responsibilities: 

• All economic, and judicial matters, including : 

• Taxes 

• Courts 

• Ports 

• Roads 

• Trade 

• Industry 

• Granting seigneurs 

• The most famous Intendant was Jean Talon



The Governor 

• Lived in the Governor’s Palace 

• Responsibilities: 

• He was the King’s representative in the colony  

• He looked after Aboriginal Affairs, External Matters 
(dealing with the English colonies), and most 
importantly he looked after the defence of the colony 
(the military in New France) 

• Most Famous Governor was Frontenac 



Hudson Bay Company 

• English Fur Trading post  

• The Cree found it easier to trade with the English in 
Hudson’s Bay then to travel further south to trade with 
the French 

• The French did not like the Hudson’s Bay company  

• They attempted to travel north to trade with the 
Aboriginals before the English did - but it was too difficult



The North Company 

• French Rival to the Hudson’s Bay company 

• French send men to the North to take over the English 
trading forts 

• They were successful and in the end the French 
eventually gain the Hudson’s Bay 

• This takeover will create more problems with the 
English and stirred up problems with the Iroquois 



Conflicts in New France

• As the French continues to make in lands exploring the 
vast Canadian territory they upset the Iroquois further 

• The Iroquois at this time basically had their own fur 
trading empire  

• To make the situation worse, in 1684 and 1687, the 
French launched attacks on the Iroquoian Confederacy in 
hopes to drive them away from Lake Ontario where they 
hoped to expand the French Fur Trade 



Conflict in New France 

• 1689 the Iroquois strike back  

• attacking a French settlement and killing dozens of 
people 

•  For the next twelve years, the French and Iroquois 
waged wars on each other 

• The King appoints Frontenac the Governor of New 
France in hopes he could settle this conflict. 



Conflict in New France 

• Frontenac first attempts to negotiate with the Iroquois 
(this did not work) 

• As a result he launched more violent attacks on the 
Iroquois settlements  

• The English helped the Iroquois by supplying weapons, 
and encouraging them to continue to attack the French 

• These violent attacks would continue for several more 
years



The Great Peace of Montreal

• In 1701 Governor de Calliere signed a treaty which gave 
New France 16 years of peace with the Aboriginals  

• That summer 1300 representatives of forty First Nations 
from the Maritimes to the Great Lakes and from James 
Bay to Southern Illinois met with the French at Montreal 

• Elaborate, month long ceremonies culminated in the 
signing of the Great Peace of Montreal 

• Put an end to the Iroquois War 



Culture of New France 

• Culture is things that make a society unique  

• Influence of the Roman Catholic Church 

• You cannot overstate the importance of the Catholic Church 
in the lives of people in New France 

• Protestants were not officially allowed  

• Most people saw Religion as very important  

• The Church influences culture through education, health and 
its charitable functions (orphans, widows, destitute)



Culture of New France - Continued

• Social function  

• People liked to go Sunday to see friends and 
neighbours 

• Many feast days, dances, marriages, baptisms, 
funerals 

• All were chances to gather as a community 



Influencing Behaviour 

• Church also had a political power  

• The Bishop was one of the BIG THREE and therefore 
sat on the sovereign council  

• The Brandy Trade 

• The church frowned upon alcohol 

•   The Church told the people what to “read, wear, sing,       
dance, drink and think”



Culture Examples

• Tradition 

• Religion 

• Buildings (Architecture) 

• Sports 

• Music 

• Clothing 



The Making or influence of Culture:

• Climate 

• Past experiences 

• Environment  

• Education 

• Economy has been down 

• Religion 

• Another group of people (ex. Aboriginals)



Frenchmen become French Canadiens 

• Influence of Aboriginals 

• Food, tools and dress (snowshoes, canoes, moccasins and leather) 

• Mixed Marriages  

• Influence of the Environment (Geography) (made their peace with winter 
- it became a leisure time) 

• Far from authority, which helped breed a sense of independence and 
less deference to social “betters” 

• A surplus of land gave habitants more power and freedom 

• It did NOT take long for a distinctive French Canadian culture to emerge 



Isms

• Absolutism  

• A political idea (ideology) according to which the ruler 
was said to receive his power directly from God and 
was God’s representative here on Earth 

• Gallicanism  

• A belief (or doctrine) whereby the Catholic Church in 
France enjoyed autonomy (independence) with respect 
to the authority of the Pope



Important Terms and Concepts for This Module:

Political                                Technological Advances 
Social                                   Cause/Effect 
Economic                             Mother Country 
Cultural                                 Charter 
Monopoly                             Triangular Trade 
Colony                                  Samuel de Champlain 
Push/Pull Factors                  Demographics 
Black Death                          Staple 
Exploration                            Barter 
Mercantilism             
Cartier 
Cabot 
Columbus  
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