
Module 5: A New Dominion (1867-1896)

Population and Settlement:

Background 

Canada became a country with the signing of the BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN ACT (or 
BNA Act) of 1867. We were called the “Dominion of Canada”

The first 4 new provinces of Canada were Ontario (formally Canada East), Quebec 
(formally Canada West), New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 

Prince Edward Island and Newfoundland chose not to join the Confederation 

JOHN A. MAcDONALD became the first Prime Minister 

Emigration of French Canadiens 

During the late 1800s, thousands of French Canadiens left Quebec to go work in the 
mills of the Northeastern United States because there was no farmland 
(OVERPOPULATION) available in Quebec. Quebec cities did NOT have my jobs 
available and there were many jobs in the textile mills of New England 

Due to this massive wave of emigration (to leave one place for another), migration was 
negative (more people left QC then came to QC)

The GOVERNMENT TRIED TO KEEP FRENCH CANADIENS IN QC BY “OPENING” 
NEW AREAS OF THE PROVINCE FOR COLONIZATION (Saguenay, Mauricie, 
and the Laurentians)

Economy and Development:

Background

Britain “repelled” (cancelled) the Corn Laws in 1846. These laws were an example of 
protectionism because they forced British people to buy their grain and other 
goods from the colonies (Canada)

How did they force people to buy from colonies of BNA? By using preferential tariffs. 
They changed more taxes on products coming from outside the British Empire 
 thus giving “preference” to the colonies. 

These “Corn Laws” or “preferential tariffs” were great for Canada. When they were 
cancelled it severely hurt our economy because we had to complete with the 
whole world now 



Canada signed a trade deal called the “RECIPROCITY TREATY” with the USA in 1854 
which saved our colonies in the short term… but the US cancelled that treaty in 
1865. 

Colonies in Canada needed a solution that would save their economies They decided to 
join together and create a country in the hopes of trading with each other and 
having more power to negotiate with other countries around the world. Therefore, 
the Dominion of Canada was created in 1867 with the BNA Act. 

Industrialization 

First Phase: 1850-1900

Energy source: coal (smokestacks, dirty and polluting) 

Beginning of the “division of labour” (taking the building of a product and dividing 
it into many small , specialized jobs to make production faster)

Mechanization (first uses of machines in factories to increase production speed)

Types of resources exploited (used): Timber, leather, dairy (butter & cheese), 
tobacco

Effects on society:
Development of “working class” (poor) neighbourhoods
Building and widening of canals 
Increased building of railways and city trains (street cars)

Living and Working conditions 

Poor working class neighbourhoods developed and apartments were 
overcrowded and dirty 

Pollution and crowding led to the spread of disease
Working conditions were also bad. Women and children were taken advantage of 

and paid less than men
Factories were poorly lit with little ventilation and dangerous machines
These poor conditions led workers to get together to fight for their rights. They 

organized themselves into UNIONS and would use pressure tactic like 
going on strike to fight for bette working conditions, fewer hours, better 
pay, and for the government to create laws to protect them 

The Catholic Church didn’t like the French Canadian workers joining American 
Unions so the Church formed CATHOLIC UNIONS



An Economy based on Agriculture

Main Changes in the 19th Century
Improved farming techniques 
Use of machines on the farm 
Development of the dairy industry 

The main crops in Lower Canada were wheat, oats, and potatoes 

The crops were mostly sold locally and any surplus (extra) was sold to Britain. 

Decline of wheat production in Lower Canada:

By the 1830s the land of Lower Canada was exhausted (lacked the proper 
nutrients from the overuse and gave poor crops) and the land was 
overpopulated 

Many people had to make a choice: move to the USA, move to new areas of 
colonization in Lower Canada, or move to the cities. Most went to the 
USA in a movement called the “Great Exodus”. Over 700 000 French 
Canadiens left for jobs in USA. 

Urban Expansion 

Effects of Urbanization 
Concentration of the population 
Increase in urban services 

Effects of urbanization on society and territory: 
During the 1800s it created working class and upper class neighbourhoods and 

some parks 
In the early 1900s it established public services, department stores and the start 

of urban sprawl (cities spreading out in size) 

Effect of Economic Activity on Transportation 

Canals were built to connect waterways allowing for goods to be transported from the 
Great Lakes to the St. Lawrence River and on to the Atlantic Ocean for overseas 
trade

Railways were built all throughout North America to connect areas that did not have 
water access for transportation 

ADVANTAGES: travel and transportation becomes very quick and more goods can be 
moved 



Economic Policies 

PROTECTIONISM: 

An economic policy that aims to protect the local (or national) economy against 
foreign competition 

This usually is done by putting heavy tariffs or taxes on goods coming in from 
outside the country

Effects on Canada: Increased timber exports to Great Britain and increased port 
activities in Montreal and Quebec (PREFERENTIAL TARIFFS)

NATIONAL POLICY: 

Idea was to develop a domestic (Canadian) market. Make people buy Canadian 
goods first by putting tariffs on foreign goods 

Three goals of National Policy 
1. Create domestic market thought tariffs 
2. Build a Trans-Canadian Railway 
3. Increase immigration to Western Canada 

FREE TRADE:

An economic policy that encourages free circulation of goods in and out of 
countries with no tariffs or taxes 

Effects on Canada: Reduced exports to Great Britain (Britain got products form 
other countries) and Canada had to search for new markets to sell its 
good (USA….RECIPROCITY TREATY)

Power and Countervailing Powers:

Power Relations Between Aboriginals and the State

Main Characters: 
Louis Riel, Assembly of First Nations of Quebec and Labrador, 

government of Quebec and Canada 

Demands made:
Respect for Native and Treaty Rights 
Political autonomy 

Methods used by the Aboriginal people to influence the decisions by there state:



Forming a temporary government at Red River (led by Riel)

Protesting to the United Nations 

Breaking the peace (protest legal or illegal)

Effects of power relations:

Hanging of Louis Riel 

End of the official policy of assimilation 

Signing of the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreements

Signing of Paix des Braves between the Cree people and the Quebec 
government 

Partnership based on mutual respect for land development, sustainable 
development and respect for traditional lifestyles 


